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whom I had brought with me became sud-
denly so impertinent that I had to discharge
her. You can understand how disagreeable it
is to lose a servant who has been with one for
forty years. Fortunately, repentance came.
She asked for forgiveness so persistently
that she gave me a pretext to yield and keep
her. She has so many good qualities that
it would have been impossible for me to re-
place her. I hope that my firmness shall
have a salutary effect in the future and pre-
vent similar incidents.

CCCXXIIL

CANNES, January 6, 1870.

DEAR friend, I thank you for your letter
and for your good wishes. I did not have
the material force to reply at once. The
cold has hurt me much. I am discouraged;
nothing does me good. I try all the reme-
dies and they have no effect. I have the
certainty that a slow and painful death is
coming to me. I must make the most of it.

Politics do not give me an agreeable di-
version. It seems to me that we are march-h you a happy new year.ore grave than a divan. I am waiting to
